In this asylum the increase of patients at the end of the year was only 3, there being a total of 519 in residence. There were 83 first admissions, 33 readmissions, 38 recoveries, .34 discharged relieved, and 41 deaths. Calculated on the admissions, the recoveries were 31 '81 per cent. ; and the deaths, calculated on the average number resident, were 5'31 per cent. Cerebral and spinal diseases account for 21 of the deaths, pneumonia for 1, consumption for 7, and typhoid fever for 1. Ten of the admissions of the year owed their
insanity to moral causes, 16 to intemperance in drink, 47 to hereditary influence, and 36 to previous attacks. Apparently, the typhoid fever was limited to the fatal case, and Dr. Turnbull does not give us any idea of the way the disease was introduced into the asylum. There are at present 25 vacant beds, and it is much to be desired that the committee will utilise the breathing space thus afforded to provide additions to the building, otherwise there is trouble ahead for them. The weekly cost of maintenance is 8s. 5Jd. per week. Probably the chairman's report was written some little while afterwards, for ho gives the number at 223, and adds that there are only 54 vacant beds, and this estimate includes the out-county cases. It seems clear that the asylum is not large enough for the district, and that a second mass of bricks and mortar will be in existence soon after the first has been cleared away. The Chairman said that all articles of consumption are purchased by contract from tradesmen in the town. In our opinion they should be purchased wherever they are cheapest and best. Any other system possesses a great element of danger, namely, impoverishing the whole of the ratepayers to enrich three or four of them.
We trust the committee will alter their system. 
